
Corporation of London “environmental enhancements” to Moor Lane, November 2021 

Consultation Response – some bullet points 

 

General points: 

1. We believe Moor Lane should be an attractive north-south route for walking down and living on, in an area 
which the City considers to be short of them.   Current planning seems more focused on meeting 
requirements for usage as a service yard for the new LandSec/Deutsche Bank HQ at 21 Moorfields 

2. This project is a pale imitation of the original plan, consulted on ten years ago and funded with £1.55m of 
s106 money from City Point.  

3. The earlier, agreed plan offered a wide pavement and an avenue of trees on the western side together with 
extensive planting to the north and south.  

4. We are disappointed that this long-awaited scheme has been abandoned to make way for 42 security 
bollards on the eastern side of the street, with no greening, and a much reduced planting scheme overall.  

5. The current consultation is dishonest in that it only shows one side of Moor Lane and does not extend the 
full length of the street, does not show the combined effect of the security bollards and as such 
respondents are now being asked to comment without proper context. 

6. The ten-year delay, and the limits on space, are entirely due to the development of 21 Moorfields (21M) by 
Land Securities (LandSec).  

7. The Corporation has also allowed Moor Lane “greening” to be squeezed for space by failing to hold LandSec 
to the Local Plan requirement that security must be built in at the design stage (Core Strategic Policy CS3, 
and Policy DM 3.2).  .   

8. We continue to prefer a joined-up strategy with ambition and consideration for the future of Moor Lane as 
a quiet shared space a joined-up plan for Moor Lane and which take landscaping, planning, highways and 
amenity factors into consideration in the round.  The gardens under London Wall Place are now maturing 
nicely.  There should be similar intent and ambition for greening on Moor Lane 
 

Specific objections: 

1. The pavement widening and bollards on the eastern side of the street (subject to a s278 agreement with 
Land Securities over 21 Moorfields) - preferring security planters instead.  

2. The loss of the promised pavement widening on the western side of Moor Lane. 
3. The loss of the line of trees which were part of the original scheme – the replacement “horse trough” 

planters are not good enough. 
4. The use of immature trees 

• Other gardens in the City have benefitted from more mature planting 

• After a ten year wait for any “greening” our view is that planting must reflect the missing time to 
implement this scheme. 

5. The inclusion of seating, which is not appropriate in this location. There is plenty of seating in the security-
patrolled plaza by City Point opposite. We prefer lusher planting to seating, especially given the reduced 
space allocated to this project. 

6. The use of trellis which are unsuitable for the setting of the listed Barbican Estate. 

Changes requested: 

1. Security planters, not bollards, on the east pavement 

• They are used successfully outside other buildings in London 

• There are many that can be grown in a mixture of lichen and compost to keep weight down. 
2. A much lusher planting scheme at the northern end, using deeper/higher planters and bigger trees and 

bushes to create a rich, dense garden next to the public lift. 
3. A row of trees as planned in the original scheme 
4. An extension to the scheme at the southern end to accommodate mature trees at the junction with Fore 

Street, and to provide a visual link through to the London Wall Place gardens. 
5. Use of a traffic-calming surface on the highway of Moor Lane 

 

 



COMPARISON OF SCHEMES 

 

 

 

2010/11 

scheme 

2021 

scheme 

We lose: 

A. The avenue of trees, widened pavement and planting in the middle section of the road 
B. Trees at the southern end of the street 
C. Trees and full planting at the northern end 

 
because of: 

D. 42 security bollards proposed for the pavement by the gym building behind 21 
Moorfields 
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